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Treasurer elected, 
runoff for president
“I can do so many things with 
condoms now!”
That’s McKenzie Scott, fourth-
year international relations and 
Spanish major and the winner of 
Project Condom 2015, ref lecting 
on what Project Condom has done 
for her.
But it reaches past simple arts 
and crafts. From getting third place 
as a condom fairy her freshman 
year to her first place finish this 
Wednesday as Disney’s Malefi cent, 
Scott has bonded with friends and 
found self-expression with the 
event.
Projec t  Condom, presented 
by Student Health Services and 
Carolina Productions in the RH 
Ballroom Tuesday night, is a yearly 
fashion show with a twist: every 
dress has to be made entirely of 
condoms. This year’s theme was 
“Pioneers of Protection.”
“ I t ’ s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
something to be centered around 
students, and them to be creative,” 
said Danielle Koonce, Program 
Coordinator with Student Health 
services. “And also to promote 
hea lt hy sex ua l  behav iors  and 
practices. At the end of the day it’s 
just a fun event, too.”
But she also acknowledged that 
Project Condom could be used 
as a launchpad for a number of 
social issues relevant to women. 
That’s the tactic taken by Forward, 
USC’s progressive student alliance 
and an umbrel la organizat ion 
including the Feminist Collective, 
or FemCo, Bedsider: In the Wild 
(an organizat ion dedicated to 
birth control and general sexual 
awareness) and College Democrats.
Fou r t h-y e a r  i n t e r n at io n a l 
r e l a t ion s  m ajor  Tor i  Mo ore 
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All looks in Wednesday’s show were 
made completely out of condoms.
Project Condom serves as 




What began as a race for student body 
vice president quickly turned into an 
election violation duel this week. Results 
of the election will not be posted until 
after the outstanding violations are dealt 
with.
Before we break the situation down, 
it’s important to understand this: If 
an election violation is filed against a 
candidate, the Elections Commission 
may give points to the accused candidate. 
Candidates who receive five or more 
points are out of the running.
It all started Feb. 10, when student body 
vice presidential candidate Lee Goble 
fi led a violation against fellow candidate 
Brian Samples for giving out pizza and 
other foods on Greene Street during the 
soft campaigning period. During the soft 
campaigning period, candidates are not to 
distribute “campaign promotional items 
such as cups, T-shirts, food, beverages 
and items related to the exchange of 
food, beverages or consumer products,” 
according to the SG Election Codes.
As a result, Samples was given three 
points against him.
Then, according to Goble, “one of 
[Samples’] people or [Samples]” filed a 
violation Monday for a “Vote Goble” 
f lier hanging in the Statehouse where 
Goble works as a page. A second violation 
regarding the same matter was later fi led 
using different wording.
Goble said he had permission from his 
boss, who he said was happy to support 
the campaign. Though the measure does 
not appear to go against any SG election 
codes, the Elections Commission gave 
Goble one point.
Samples appealed the commission’s 
decision to give Goble one point, which 
means Goble will have a meeting with the 
Constitutional Council next week.
That’s why the results of the student 
body vice presidential race were not 
announced Wednesday night — the 
announcement has been postponed until 
that meeting. The meeting time had not 
been determined as of Wednesday night, 
according to Elections Commissioner 
Danielle Padgett.
“He saw that I only got one point, and 
he appealed it because he believed I should 
have gotten more points than just one,” 
Goble said. “I can’t say why he thinks that, 
but I personally assume it’s because he got 
three points.”
Come Wednesday, the day of elections, 
a third violation was fi led against Goble.
This time, it was for campaigning in 
the senate chambers — Goble spoke about 
his campaign last Thursday to Dance 
Marathon, which uses the space for 
weekly meetings.
The student senate was not in session; 
the chamber was essentially a room to be 
reserved in Russell House, unconnected 
to SG.
Goble sa id he not iced mult iple 
violations Samples had committed, but 
chose not to report them.
In the photograph on his campaign 
Facebook page, Samples is sporting a 
bowtie with the USC logo on it. According 
to Section 4-3-50 of the SG Election 
Codes, candidates “may not employ any 
officially trademarked or copyrighted 
materials (e.g. the University logo, seal, 
etc.),” meaning Samples could face points 
against him were a violation to be fi led.
Goble said Wednesday night that he 
noticed Samples committing enough 
violations to be removed from the ballot 
but he chose not to report him.
Brandon Waltz
@BRANDONWALTZ
It’s Jonathan vs. Jonathan.
The st udent body president 
e lec t ion s  re s u lt s  a n nou nced 
Wednesday n ight ca l led for a 
runoff between Jonathan Holt and 
Jonathan Kaufman. As the only 
candidate, Ian Shannon was elected 
as student body treasurer.
T h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s  s h o w e d 
Jonathan Holt with 30.44 percent 
of the votes and Jonathan Kaufman 
w it h 32.99 percent ;  t hus,  per 
St udent Government elect ion 
codes, the two candidates wil l 
compete in a runoff election to 
be held the following Tuesday and 
Wednesday, which is Feb. 24 and 
25.
The codes say a runoff is required 
if neither candidate receives a 
majority of the votes, defi ned as at 
least 50 percent plus one vote. The 
two candidates with the most votes 
are eligible for the runoff election.
“I am excited,” Kaufman said. 
“I’m grateful for a great election so 
far and a great turnout. I think that 
shows we did a really great job. I’m 
excited to keep going.”
Holt was grateful for “surviving” 
the initial election to take part in 
the runoff.
“ I  don’t  k now i f  I ’ l l  adjust 
anything. I think it’s just a matter 
of continue working hard,” Holt 
said about campaigning for the 
runoff. 
Kaufman has not yet thought 
about his runoff campaign strategy. 
A a r o n  G r e e n e  a n d  R i l e y 
Chambers, both candidates for 
st udent body president ,  were 
p le a sed  w it h  t he  a mou nt  of 
students who voted — more than 
3,000 students voted in this year’s 
SG elections.
Ian Shannon ran unopposed for 
student body treasurer. He said 
this allowed him to get started on 
projects and put them into action.
“I feel pret t y good. I’m just 
honestly ready to get this position 
rolling,” Shannon said, “Coming in 
unopposed, I already kind of knew 
the direction we’re going and Ryan 
and I have started on the transition 
meetings a little early.”
Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Editor’s offi  ce:
777-3914
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper 
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall 
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily 
Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of 
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications 
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media 
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in 
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may 
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“NO CASH? NO PROBLEM!”
We now take VISA, Master Card & American Express!
DON’T DRINK & DRIVE 803-799-3311
CHECKER YELL  W CAB
SEE US ON SALUDA ST. IN FIVE POINTS 
FOR A FREE RIDE!
Jim Clyburn, representative of the sixth district of South Carolina, released 
a letter in regards to the legislature’s plans to shut down South Carolina State 
University.
As an alumnus of SC State, Clyburn said that closing the university, South 
Carolina’s only state-supported historically black university, would leave shame 
upon the state.
Clyburn went on to say that because of the economy, lack of state support 
and cuts in state and federal student aid, attaining a college education in South 
Carolina is diffi cult for black people.
He suggested to remedy SC State’s issues by creating a governing board made of 
retired executives and college presidents, replacing the current university president 
with a highly qualifi ed Chief Executive Offi cer and making sure that at least two 
member of the Board of Trustees have recommendations by the National Alumni 
Association.
— Madeleine Collins, Assistant News Editor
Girl Scout cookies available at local retailers
Toxic waste leaking into Lake Marion
Representative Clyburn supports SC State
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
Girl Scout cookie sales begin in the Midlands Friday, The State reported.
Scouts of the Columbia area will be selling cookies at local retailers— like Bi-Lo, 
Kmart, Lowe’s, Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart — each weekend through March 16. 
This gives those who missed the door-to-door sales a second chance to buy cookies.
Customers can find the closest cookie sale location through the Girl Scout 
Cookie Finder app.
The cookies cost $3.50 per box, and the proceeds are used to fund troop activities 
and expenses, program development, camperships, member assistance, training 
opportunities and girl-focused property improvements.
— Madeleine Collins, Assistant News Editor
State legislators are calling for a Senate inquiry of a closed hazardous waste dump, 
The State reported.
There are questions about the safety of a landfi ll near Lake Marion.
Democratic Sens. Thomas McElveen and Kevin Johnson want the Senate to 
discuss confl icting statements about the landfi ll, which is located just a few hundred 
yards away from the lake. The landfi ll has long since been abandoned, but the waste 
remains untreated.
Lake Marion is South Carolina’s largest reservoir. Not only is it a destination for 
boaters and anglers, but it is also a drinking water source.
The legislature has to fi nd a way to pay to maintain the site so that the waste 
doesn’t leak into the water. It would cost about $4 million to oversee the property, 
and cost up to $20 million to fi x the site.
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What began as a race 
for student body vice 
president quickly turned 
into an election violation 
duel this week. Results 
of the election will not 
be posted until after the 
outstanding violations 
are dealt with.
Before we break the 
s it uat ion dow n,  it ’s 
important to understand 
t h i s :  I f  a n  e lec t ion 
violation is fi led against a 
candidate, the Elections 
Commission may give 
points to the accused 
candidate. Candidates 
who receive fi ve or more 
points are out of the 
running.
It  a l l  s t a r ted Feb. 
1 0 ,  w h e n  s t u d e n t 
body vice presidential 
candidate Lee Goble 
filed a violation against 
fellow candidate Brian 
Samples for giving out 
pizza and other foods on 
Greene Street during 
the soft campaigning 
period. During the soft 
campaigning period, 
candidates are not to 
distribute “campaign 
promotional items such 
as cups, T-shirts, food, 
beverages and items 
related to the exchange 
of food, beverages or 
After three weeks of debate, the 
student senate voted against a resolution 
to keep the Greene Street gates open 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. on weeknights. 
Student senate has also passed a 
resolution to keep the gates on Greene 
Street permanently closed.
The resolution to keep the Greene 
Street gates closed was introduced by 
Senators Philip Allan, Tatiana Chin, 
Mackenzie Daly, Lee Goble, Jonathan 
Holt ,  Markus Johnson, Zachar y 
Kirby, Katherine LaWall and Grace 
Zimmermann.
The resolution designates that the 
official stance of the USC student 
body is to keep the gates permanently 
closed, but is not the final decision. 
The resolution will now stand for USC 
in other debates on the gates around 
Columbia, including City Council. The 
timeline for a fi nal decision is not yet 
established.
St udent safet y was one major 
argument in favor of keeping the gates 
closed. During debate, it was mentioned 
that there is a plan to extend Greene 
Street to the river and that it could 
potentially generate traffi c through the 
center of campus if the gates were to 
remain open. 
Sen. Goble also researched on-
campus DUI arrests, fi nding that 140 
occurred in 2014 and argued leaving 
the gates open could do harm in central 
campus.
“When we talk about the safety aspect 
of the gates being closed, it provides 
a much safer area for our students,” 
Student Body Vice President Donnie 
Iorio said on the safety of closed gates. 
“Crime is directly linked to access to a 
motor vehicle. The bad guy wants to 
get in, commit the crime and get out. 
By restricting that access, you restrict 
crime in the area too.”
Another major argument for keeping 
the gates closed was the potential for 
alternate uses of the gated-off portion 
of Greene Street. The construction 
on the Student Health Center is set to 
take up a portion of the Russell House 
Patio, which senators claimed would 
take away space for activities. They also 
argued these activities could be moved 
to Greene Street.
“I think in the short term you’ll see 
tables, you’ll see chairs, you’ll see more 
programming. In the long term, if you 
look at the master plan, this becomes 
(the) university,” Iorio said. “By claiming 
this space, we have the ability to turn it 
into a full student space, which is just 
really cool.”
Iorio said he was happy with the 
way the debate process played out. 
He compared the student senators’ 
interactions with their constituents to 
Washington politicians dealing with 
lobbyists.
“If all 50 people in the room agree on 
something, then 49 are not needed. It 
is absolutely necessary to get out there, 
talk to constituents and to challenge 
opinions. That is what senate’s for,” 
Iorio said.




Keep up with USC sports
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Imagine Dragons released their second album 
“Smoke + Mirrors” on Feb. 17, 2015. Before 
elaborating on the crash and burn of this album 
that probably created the smoke the album name 
is referring to, we should reminisce on the band’s 
multiplatinum fi rst album “Night Visions.”
With the release of their fi rst album in 2012, 
the Nevada-based band overwhelmed the charts 
and radio airways with their top hit “Radioactive,” 
which sold over 9 million copies. This was clearly 
not due to originality but, most likely, familiarity. 
In “Night Visions” and “Smoke + Mirrors,” 
Imagine Dragons sound vaguely like a compressed 
version of U2 and Coldplay. The term “Mirrors” 
in their album title probably alludes to their 
mirror-image bands OneRepublic or The Black 
Keys.
“Smoke + Mirrors” gave into the mainstream 
fad which incorporates electronic beats, catchy 
drumming rhythms, audio-generated clapping 
and fake crowd sing-a-longs and the ooo’s and 
ahh’s that remind you of bluegrass and folk music 
that makes the conforming teen feel indie and 
down-to-earth. 
Even their lyrics can be considered beyond 
basic. The lyrics never talk about God or a savior, 
but they ride awfully close to the subject. The 
songs discuss a journey of redemption to live an 
acceptable spiritual lifestyle in world of riches, 
fame and glory. 
These melancholic and regretful lyrics can be 
heard in the single “Shots,” where the main singer 
sings about his wrong choices and doubtfulness, 
and in the song “Gold,” he sings about the struggle 
to trust the people around you. 
Many of the songs express an angst that the 
teenage generation usually wallows in and uses 
on their journey to fi nd themselves. Their target 
audience can relate to Imagine Dragons’ desire 
to follow a moral path and obtain some sort of 
Morgan Smith
@MORETHANMORGAN
‘Smoke + Mirrors’ chokes
“Smoke + Mirrors”







Courtesy of Imagine Dragons
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The College Democrats costume questioned gender binaries.
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Courtesy of New Regency Pictures
Courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox
Best Picture
Best Actress
This one’s hardly a foregone conclusion – despite 
cleaning up with guild awards, “Birdman” is in a 
tight race with fellow frontrunner “Boyhood.” But 
“Birdman” has just enough momentum on its side, 
plus the Academy-friendly conceit of being a movie 
about actors, to beat out “Boyhood.” The only caveat 
is that “Birdman” is a strange, experimental movie 
that could put off more conservative voters, but its 
theatrical flair should be enough to put it over the 
edge. 
This one’s being served to the Academy on a silver 
platter: an aging actor respected in his industry, with 
a meaty, self-referential starring role. How could they 
not give him the Oscar? Even though Bradley Cooper 
has the popular vote on his side for surprise hit 
“American Sniper,” Keaton just has too much going 




This race is probably the closest one of the major 
categories. All of the nominees put in powerful 
performances, but none were so singular that there’s 
a clear favorite. Rosamund Pike, for her stellar, pulpy 
turn in “Gone Girl,” has the best chance of breaking 
through the crowded fi eld by going big.
ROSAMUND PIKE
represented Forward this year. Moore has 
been a force in Project Condom throughout 
her college career, winning the past two 
years, and this year’s event served as her 
grand hurrah. She designed four of the fi ve 
costumes on display, choosing a Disney 
theme after being inspired by this year’s 
“Malefi cent” movie.
“We’ve looked at all of the Disney stories 
and there’s some sort of sexual health 
message within them all,” Moore said. “And 
they’re very iconic — as soon as you see me, 
you’re going to know who I am.”
Moore appeared onstage as Ursula from 
“The Little Mermaid,” championing BDSM 
and sexual kinks with explicit consent. The 
College Democrats had Sleeping Beauty 
with pink and blue condoms split down the 
middle, questioning the gender binary and 
heteronormativity. Bedsiders fronted Tiana 
from “Princess and the Frog,” drawing 
parallels between being transformed into 
an animal and being fetishized as a woman 
of color.
“It’s not something that most people think 
about unless they’re people of color,” said 
Kaylah Crepps, President of Bedsider at 
USC.
FemCo was represented by Scott dressed 
as Maleficent, representing how you can 
move forward and survive sexual assault. 
Clarie Randall assisted her with the costume 
and spoke with her on stage.
“As someone who has lived through a 
traumatic experience, this is incredibly 
empowering,” Scott said to the crowd.
Only one group was unaff iliated with 
Forward: Changing Carolina, student peer 
leaders working through Student Health 
5 Thursday, February 19, 2015








Celebrate Your Body Week
February 23-27
PostSecret, Feb. 23, 7 p.m.
Patterson Classroom
PostSecret displays anonymous secrets to promote awareness 
and encourage conversation about the struggles we face. 
Submit yours by Feb. 20 in Patterson Hall.
Barbie & Me, Feb. 24, 8 p.m.
Patterson Classroom
Explore the media’s influence on societal expectation and 
individual body image, especially for women.
“The Body is Not an Apology”
with Sonya Renee Taylor
Feb. 25, 8 p.m., RHUU Ballroom
Uncover the road to radical self-love and body empowerment 
at this interactive workshop and poetry performance.
Stroll Out Stigma, Feb. 27, 7 p.m.
Johnson Auditorium, Moore School of Business
Strolling means lining up and dancing uniformly in a forward 
movement, which exemplifies solidarity and pride. Join us as 
we stroll out the negative impact of body shame and stigma.
Get more info at 
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/cb
Boost Your #selfiesteem
Feb. 24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Greene Street
Take your own body-positive selfie and combat the 
negative impact of media on body image.
Body-Love Yoga, Feb. 25, 1 p.m.
Green Quad Learning Center
Relax and focus on what you love about yourself
Diversity Dialogue: Strong Black 
Women in Mainstream Media
Feb. 26, 7 p.m., Preston Seminar Room
A look at strong African-American women in popular culture
Campus Wellness
Student Health Services
Thank you to our sponsors: Carolina Women’s Community, 
Changing Carolina Peer Leaders, Green Quad, Sustainable Carolina, 
Carolina Productions, Office of Multicultural Student Affairs, Women’s 
Quad, Women’s and Gender Studies, Counseling and Psychiatry and  
Sexual Assault and Violence Intervention & Prevention
DRAGONSPAGE4
insightful wisdom. 
Imagine Dragons is smart to 
attack the mainstream because that 
is where they will be most likely 
to find their audience. They will 
be more successful pushing their 
music through a portal like the radio, 
which they have been effective to 
light up from time to time. 
Imagine Dragons lives up to their 
mediocre expectations in this album. 
They cont inue to rely on their 
creative vision to select a variety of 
music styles to express their clichéd 
lyrics and sound. Although this 
album does not surpass its potential, 
this probably won’t be the last time 
we hear from Imagine Dragons.
CONDOMPAGE4OSCARSPAGE4
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The Feminist Coalition took the top spot with a Malifi cent costume made of condoms.
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Courtesy of the Academy
When the Oscars has two neck-and-neck 
frontrunners, this category can often serve 
as second place. This is especially likely for 
Richard Linklater, because it was entirely his 
unique vision that allowed for “Boyhood,” 
a movie fi lmed over 16 years, to be made. 
If the Academy wants to recognize his 
accomplishment without turning over Best 




S i m m o n s ’ s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n 
“Whiplash” is a highwire act, balancing 
intense ugliness with moments of real 
humanity. It’s both great and showy, 
which puts him at the front of this race. 
Ethan Hawke is also a possibility for 
“Boyhood,” but his subtle, laid-back 
performance is all too likely to go under 
the radar.
Best Supporting Actor




Arquette, for her tender and all-too-
real performance in “Boyhood,” should 
be a lock. The other nominees have clear 
weaknesses: Laura Dern was excellent in 
“Wild,” but the movie has no buzz, and 
Meryl Streep was only nominated for 
“Into the Woods” because she’s Meryl 
Streep. This one is Arquette’s to lose.
S er v ic e s .  T he y  went  w it h  a 
pinup theme, representing sexual 
empowerment for women.
Scott’s Maleficent costume for 
FemCo took both top prize and 
“best topic relat ing to col lege 
sexual health” — quite the capper 
to a college career of involvement 
with sexual issues.
“FemCo has been a huge part 
of my college l ife,” Scott said. 
“Being able to join with FemCo has 
empowered me to be able to come 
out as bisexual, assert myself as a 
woman and just become more of 
myself.”
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GET A FREE SIDE        &
Valid with purchase of any adult entrée. Expires 3/15/15. Limit one per person.
Valid only at 4601 Devine Street location. Present this page to redeem.








brand new student housing at
PULASKI STREET & GREENE STREET
Your community. LIVE BY YOURSELF
but not alone!
We are the champions, 
my friends, and we’ll keep 
writing ‘bout sports, til the end
• Get your daily news
• Check shuttle routes
• Check the weather
• Get answers to puzzles
• Check the Crime Blotter
• And more!
APPour
for iPhone and Android
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Head to Head
ISIS doesn’t have religious 
legitimacy, but are religious leaders
Every interpretation of a religion is 
just that — each is just as true
The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) may not be clerics or 
imams, but they are the self-proclaimed heads of what they call an 
Islamic caliphate stretching across the majority of Iraq and Syria.
They have committed horrible crimes against humanity in name 
of what they say is Islam, drawing a harsh rebuke from imams and 
Muslim scholars. 
Even if the majority of their claimed religion may disagree with 
their tactics or interpretations, the leaders of this organization 
are religious fanatics. To deny the truth about their religious 
motivations, however far outside the norm, is to shut our eyes to 
the dark side of Islam and indeed all religions.
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of ISIS, has declared himself 
the world leader of Muslims and says he wants to spread his 
“caliphate” to Rome. Normally these sort of grand religious claims 
would be dismissed as nonsense, but al-Baghdadi is the head of a 
group that controls more territory than the governments of Israel 
and Belgium combined.
That’s the fundamental difference between al-Qaeda and ISIS. 
Whereas al-Qaeda operated as an underground network of agents 
wreaking havoc with isolated, coordinated attacks ISIS has quickly 
and ruthlessly gathered territory. Our idea of terrorists who hide 
in caves and mountains has given way to a group that puts out 
annual reports, directs traffi c and picks up garbage.
All of this is not to say they have a legitimate claim over this 
territory or are a legitimate organization. Many of the citizens 
in this hellscape live in constant fear of torture or death, and no 
government or world organization recognizes their leadership 
except to condemn it.
President Obama is in a tremendously difficult geopolitical 
situation when it comes to ISIS. To accept them as Muslims 
carrying out an extreme vision of Islam would undermine the 
institution of sharia law, the harsher aspects (stonings, beheadings, 
etc.) of which are still practiced in many Muslim countries with 
questionable leadership. We need help from those countries to 
combat ISIS.
However, we must call a spade a spade. ISIS represents some of 
the ideas and practices of Islam — albeit ones not shared by the 
vast majority of Muslims.
Some argue that we only call out Islam. While in the past 
Christians and Jews have slaughtered and rampaged, today it is 
a small, twisted group of Muslims that see fi t to use religion as a 
cudgel against humanity.
Religious sensitivity be damned — we must confront religious 
extremism, including in Islam. Hiding from this reality by denying 
the role of religion in ISIS’ recruiting, motivation and leadership is 
not helping to solve the problem.
On some level, I can understand what President Obama is trying 
to do. He wants to avoid falling into the liberal narrative of the 
“western world fi ghting against Islam.” He doesn’t want to give 
ISIS the underdog status that “persecuted” religions so easily drape 
around their shoulders.
However, his strategic double-talk doesn’t change the fact that 
ISIS is simply another religious mutation, and is therefore just as 
legitimate as any other sect.
You can’t “pervert” Islam unless there is a singular Islam to 
pervert. And, as everyone knows, there are a whole lot of Islams out 
there.
It works the same way for the other monotheistic religions, too. 
In the 1980s, the difference between Catholic and Protestant could 
have meant the difference between death and life at the hands of 
the IRA.
So, who’s to say which one sect is right?
There are several different possible criteria one can use to 
determine the “truth” of a religion.
The fi rst measure is determining how closely the practitioners of 
the religion follow the original texts.
In this sense, ISIS seems to be a more legitimate form of Islam, 
despite Obama’s protestations to the contrary.
In Graeme Wood’s excellent piece “What ISIS Really Wants” 
in The Atlantic, Bernard Haykel, a Princeton University professor 
and an expert on ISIS’s ideology, is quoted as saying: “Slavery, 
crucifixion, and beheadings are not something that freakish 
[jihadists] are cherry-picking from the medieval tradition,” but “are 
smack in the middle of the medieval tradition and are bringing it 
wholesale into the present day.”
So, if one considers the original texts to determine the veracity 
of a religion, ISIS seems to beat out more modern versions of Islam.
Any other criteria to determine a “true” Islam are too nebulous 
to be used seriously. As religion drops unnecessary and outmoded 
tradition, they go farther away from the barbarity of their original 
texts and closer towards modern morals.
On a different note, It’s hard to believe Obama said something 
as Bush-level stupid as “They are not religious leaders — they’re 
terrorists.”
He doesn’t want to grant ISIS “legitimacy,” and I can sympathize.
But there is no way of determining the “legitimacy” of a religion 
except, perhaps, through adherence to its original texts. Just because 
ISIS is evil doesn’t disprove their religious philosophy. If it were 
that, nobody would have followed them.
If Obama truly thinks he has the power to determine which 
specifi c sects of Islam are true or false, (as a Christian at that!) then 
he claims to have the kind of religious authority that is more suited 
to a pope than a president.
“ISIS and groups like it are desperate for legitimacy.  They try to portray themselves as religious leaders — holy 
warriors in defense of Islam...we must never accept the premise that they put forward, because it is a lie.  Nor 
should we grant these terrorists the religious legitimacy they seek.  They are not religious leaders - they’re 






















Arts and Culture Editor
Samples’ behavior sullies VP race
ISSUE 
VP race held up by appeal of elections 
commission decision.
OUR STANCE 
Samples wrong to appeal decision, 
holding up election out of pettiness.
You, the students, do not know who will be your next 
student body vice president, despite voting closing on 
time.  
We don’t know the identity of the next president 
either, but that’s because of a runoff — not a bizarre 
occurrence in USC Student Government elections. 
What’s holding up the VP results is unprecedented and 
unnecessary melodrama.
We agree with VP candidate Lee Goble, who said 
he feels “desperation and pettiness are at play here.” 
Brian Samples’ last-minute appeal of Goble’s decided 
punishment from the Elections Commission has 
turned the election of our next VP into a sideshow.
Goble said that unfortunate that we “don’t get to hear 
the students’ voice.” We agree, and we urge the council 
to clear this matter up as soon as possible.
The Daily Gamecock was called out on the Samples 
campaign Facebook page for calling his campaign 
negative — but we stand by those words, especially 
after Wednesday night’s events. We believe Goble and 
Samples’ recent behavior validates our endorsement 
of Goble and our opinion of Goble’s campaign and 
attitude as superior in this race.
As to Goble’s violation of hanging flyers where not 
permitted — we aren’t the Constitutional Council, but 
our editorial board has reviewed the election codes, and 
we found no basis for a violation, much less an increased 
punishment.
If you ask us, Samples’ violations (both reported and 
not) — giving out campaign merchandise during the 
soft campaigning period and wearing a bowtie with the 
university logo on it in campaign materials — are of a 
much more serious nature, and were they all reported, 
could have meant potential expulsion from the ballot.
But we must admit, we at The Daily Gamecock only 
have Goble’s side of the story, as Samples declined to 
comment on any of the violations.
Goble’s response to this has been what we look for in a 
leader, and we applaud his resolve to keep “doing [his] 
best to take the high road.” We hope that Samples does 
the same, and withdraws his appeal so the election 
results can be released.
“We urge the council to clear this 
matter up as soon as possible.”
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 300 words. 
Students must include their full name, major and 
year. Faculty and staff must include their full name, 
position and department. Community members 
must include their full name and applicable job 
title. Verifiable statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify a statement 
of fact, your letter will not be published until the 
writer implements necessary changes or provides 
reputable sources for any facts in question. Letters 
are edited for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
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Fees, amenities & utilities included are subject to change.









private beds & baths
fully furnished
flat screen tv included
pet friendly
all utilities included
(electricity up to a monthly cap)
UNIVERSITY OAKS
across the street from the stadium
2 private shuttles to campus
fully furnished with leather-style furniture
resort-style swimming pool
basketball & sand volleyball courts
yoga/pilates studio with TV’s
pet friendly
PHD • JORGE CHAM
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EMPLOYMENT
Service Systems Associates 
at the Riverbanks Zoo & 
Garden is now hiring for 
seasonal concession and 
retail employees. Candidates 
must have some weekend 
and weekday availability. Ideal 
candidates will enjoy working 
in a fast paced environment, 
have some customer service 
experience, be responsible, 
committed to cleanliness, 
and have a positive 
attitude. Please respond by 
email and attach resume. 
riverbanksssa@yahoo.com
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5 Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice 













17 A, in Acapulco
18 Instruction for this
puzzle
20 Food fi sh
22 Iris family fl owers
23 Leg bone
24 Inamorato















47 Caesar’s “I came”
49 “Jeopardy!”
creator Griffi n
50 See from afar
53 Set of eight
57 ___ Sketch: toy
59 Pretender
60 What you’ll draw






















7 Shilling’s fi ve




10 Star givers, often
11 Stout relative











27 Run, as colors
28 Like Eeyore









41 Daniel __ Kim:
“Hawaii Five-0”
actor




48 Tryst at twelve














60 Not quite a
crowd, so they
say



















LEFT OF THE DIAL
RIGHT IN YOUR EAR 
Aries
Slow down and think 
i t  ove r.  T here ’s  a n 
opportunity if you take 
time to look for it. Focus 
on restoring health and 
wellness, and supporting 
v i t a l i t y .  C o n s i d e r 
mental,  physica l and 
spiritual well-being. Rest 
and recharge.
Taurus
Wo r d s  a nd  a c t io n s 
align, but there may be 
a roadblock. Try another 
tactic. Dispel confusion 
w it h  key  ques t ions . 
Your network has the 
answers. Take a leap of 
faith. Others respect 
your good sense. A l l 
ends well. Strengthen 
reserves.
Gemini
Extend your inf luence 
b y  t a k i n g  n e w 
responsibility. Achieve 
a career milestone or 
new level. Do what you 
said you would, and the 
pieces line up. Generate 
profits from home. Let 
your partner win. Stand 
for love.
Cancer
Put your money where 
your mouth is for a fat 
payout. Remember the 
rules. Don’t fall for an 
i l lusion. A delightful 
adventure carries you 
off. Post self ies from 
exot ic  de s t i nat ions . 
Record t he amaz ing 
things you’re learning.
Leo
D o n’ t  s p e n d  m o r e 
than you can afford or 
fi nance a fantasy. Handle 
obl igat ions and bi l ls 
before treats. Listen to 
your partner’s dream, 
and determine how to 
support it over time. By 
working together, you 
can grow resources.
Virgo
Keep your prom ises 
with your partner, and 
dreams become possible. 
Do what you said, and 
then create new promises 
to realize shared goals. 
Organize your efforts. 
To g e t h e r  y o u  c a n 
accompl i sh amaz ing 
things this month.
Libra
The work you do now 
and for the next month 
has long-lasting impact. 
Make bold declarations 
a n d  r e a l i z e  t h e m . 
Play bigger than you 
normally do. Expand 
you r  ga me.  Prov ide 
exceptional value, and it 
comes back to you.
Scorpio
All that practice pays 
off. The talents you’ve 
been honing shine in 
the spot l ight . Long-
term benefi t is possible. 
A dream takes focus. 
Take on a big challenge 
and win. It ’s get t ing 
exceptionally fun (and 
romantic) this month.
Sagittarius
Big home renovat ion 
projects (or possibly a 
move) come together 
this month. Ask for what 
you real ly want , and 
then show up to do the 
work to get it. You can 
make dreams come true. 
Set long-term goals.
Capricorn
Talk is cheap, so back 
yours with action. Get 
practical, and hone your 
message down to basics. 
Declare your intentions, 
enlist support from your 
circles, and then keep 
you r  word.  You ca n 
accomplish huge things 
together.
Aquarius
Keep showing up and 
doing what you said this 
month, and raise your 
income without stress. 
Get creative with your 
work. Play with it. Stay 
in communication and 
meet your deadlines. It 
could get wonderfully 
profi table.
Pisces
You can realize things 
you thought impossible 
this month. Put on your 
power suit and go drive 
them wild. Others say 
nice things about you. A 
personal breakthrough 
is available. Expand your 
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After winning back-to-back 
home games against LSU and 
Vanderbilt, the South Carolina 
women’s basketball team now turns 
its attention to the fi nal stretch of 
the regular season before the SEC 
tournament begins in early March. 
South Carolina (24-1, 12-0 SEC) 
will visit Arkansas (15-9, 5-7 SEC) 
Thursday night, the fi rst matchup 
between the two teams this season. 
The Gamecock s’  w in over 
Vanderbilt marked the team’s 30th 
consecutive win at Colonial Life 
Arena, a mark that head coach 
Dawn Staley seems amazed by, 
especially considering the state of 
the program when she took over in 
2008. 
“I lose track of the numbers, 
but our fans do a really good job 
at reminding us what the numbers 
are.” Staley said.
South Carolina’s victory against 
the Commodores also gave the 
Gamecocks 12 regular season 
SEC wins for just the second 
time in program history, with the 
first 12-plus conference win year 
coming last season.  Although 
that ach ievement shows how 
South Carolina has evolved and 
grown under Staley, she’s not 
particularly focused on statistics 
and achievements.  
“We’re really not looking at the 
record and it’s a great thing, but 
what our coaching staff is looking 
at is continuing to try and get better 
and do things the right way,” Staley 
said. “And try to fi gure out things 
in which we can put our team in 
the best possible position to get 
better and if we do that the wins 
will come.”
South Carolina junior guard 
Tiffany Mitchell and freshman 
guard/forward A’ja Wilson each 
continued their hot streaks in 
the Gamecocks’ latest win, with 
both players scoring an identical 
20 points each. Thanks to that 
performance and her 26-point 
showing against LSU, Wilson was 
named the SEC Freshman of the 
Week for a record-tying fi fth time. 
Mitchell, the 2014 SEC Player 
of the Year, has enjoyed seeing 
Wilson, the Gamecocks’ second-
leading scorer, get better as the 
Gamecocks near postseason play. 
“It’s nice to see her grow each 
game,” Mitchell said.  
As South Carolina continues to 
dominate opponents in conference 
play,  many wonder what t he 
Gamecocks’ main weakness is. 
The answer might be taking care 
of the ball. While Staley’s team 
forces 18 turnovers per game, South 
Carolina turns it over itself 14 times 
per game on average. Staley said 
that turnovers “are correctable.” 
Arkansas, coached by former 
ESPN analyst Jimmy Dykes, 
recently played at Auburn and took 
home a 54-36 victory. Winners of 
four of their last five games, the 
Razorbacks are currently eighth 
in the SEC standings. However, 
Arkansas is only 2-5 against ranked 
opponents this season. Likewise, 
the Razorbacks are also 2-5 in road 
SEC games. 
The last time these two teams 
met was during 2013-14 season in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas where the 
Gamecocks won 55-51. 
This year, the Razorbacks are 
averaging 62.1 points per game and 
a large amount of their production 
on offense falls on the shoulders of 
three players. Sophomore guard 
Kelsey Brooks leads Arkansas with 
15 points per game, but sophomore 
forward Jessica Jackson (13.8 points 
per game) and senior forward 
Jhasmin Bowen (11.5 points per 
game) aren’t far behind. 
South Carolina on the other 
hand is averaging about 78.2 points 
per game and its leading scorers 
are Mitchell and Wilson. Mitchell 
averages 15 points per game and 
Wilson scores 13.9 points on 
average.
After facing Arkansas, South 
Carolina returns home to face No. 
6 Tennessee. 
Gamecocks to face Arkansas 
for first time this season
Jeffrey Davis/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina freshman guard/forward A’ja Wilson was named the SEC Freshman of the Week for fi fth time this season. 
Kelli Caldwell
@TDG_SPORTS
Avg. points per game 
78.2
62.1
Two weeks into the season, the South 
Carolina softball team is preparing to travel to 
Cathedral City, California for the Mary Nutter 
Collegiate Classic. With the right mindset, 
plenty of confidence and strong play as of 
late, the Gamecocks are looking for another 
positive outing after going 4-0 last weekend 
in the Gamecock Invitational with victories 
over Appalachian State, Presbyterian, North 
Carolina and College of Charleston.
The tournament will start for the Gamecocks 
Thursday afternoon in a double-header against 
LIU Brooklyn and No. 9/8 Florida State. South 
Carolina will then go on to play Stanford on 
Friday night, No. 21/20 California Saturday 
night and end against Northwestern Sunday 
afternoon.
The Gamecocks are currently 8-2 on the 
season, after their sweep in the Gamecock 
Invitational. This strong performance gives 
the team some confi dence heading into a tough 
weekend.
“We gained some confi dence from playing 
well and added that into our normal practice 
routine,” South Carolina head coach Beverly 
Smith said. “We’re just gearing up to face some 
tough competition.”
South Carolina will have to deal with some 
new challenges this weekend, including the 
fact that two of its opponents are ranked teams. 
The Gamecocks went 6-13 versus ranked 
opponents in 2014. With that said, Smith’s 
team say they feel as if they are very ready for 
the test and are anxious to compete against 
some very good teams, including Florida State. 
The Seminoles made it to the women’s College 
World Series last season and are expected to 
have another successful season.
“Our toughest opponent will probably be 
FSU,” junior outfielder Alaynie Page said. 
“They went pretty far last year and they like to 
compete like we do and every other good team. 
It will be our best matchup. We’re excited just 
to show them what we have and play a good 
game.”
Page’s play has been one of the main reasons 
behind South Carolina’s success this season. 
The Boiling Springs, South Carolina native 
leads the Gamecocks in most major batting 
statistics including batting average (.514), home 
runs (6) and RBIs (19).
After some huge wins last weekend, the 
Gamecocks took what they did well and applied 
that to practice. South Carolina trained just 
like they would for any other game and worked 
on fi xing the small things.
Having a good mentality going into games is 
also something that has played a huge part in 
the Gamecocks’ good start to the season. Being 
in the right mindset can make all the difference, 
which is what will help South Carolina in the 
future, according to South Carolina sophomore 
pitcher Nickie Blue.
Through 10 games, Blue has made eight 
appearances on the mound and has a team-best 
0.37 ERA in 38.1 innings pitched.
“Our mentality is there, and will set us apart 
and let us really compete,” Blue said. “We have 
killer instincts this year. We’ll fi nd a way to do 
everything.”
Carrying over the confi dence the team has 
earned will help the Gamecocks tremendously 
as they compete in California, but they’re 
always looking to fi nd new ways to improve and 
better themselves.
“We’re defi nitely ready, and we’re confi dent,” 
Page said. “We need to focus more on our ball 
and not the opponent. If we just compete to our 
ability and not worry about who we are facing, 
we’ll be fi ne.” 
A s far as  fac ing some new and tough 
opponents goes, South Carolina isn’t too 
concerned. The way Smith sees it, it’s still early 
in the season, but they have already shown the 
strengths they possess as a team.
“Our team is ready,” Smith said. “We have 
the talent and the ability, we have to go out 





prepares for trip 
to California
Two Wednesdays ago, four-star defensive end 
Shameik Blackshear was the first South Carolina 
recruit to officially sign with the Gamecocks. Flash 
forward two weeks and Blackshear’s career in Columbia 
may be over before even playing a down in Williams-
Brice Stadium.
Blackshear, a 6-foot-5, 240-pound Bluffton High 
School senior, was arrested last Friday, Feb. 13 after 
being accused of stealing a purse and safe from a home 
on Feb. 7, just three days after he signed with the 
Gamecocks.
Blackshear was charged with petit larceny and was 
released from the Beaufort County Detention Center 
Saturday morning after agreeing to a $1,092.50 personal 
recognizance bond, court records showed. 
The price of the items stolen — a purse, a safe and 
everything inside — was valued at $1,390.
Blackshear has a court date scheduled for March 3.
According to GoGamecocks.com, South Carolina 
Assistant Athletic Director/Media Relations Steve Fink 
issued a statement on the matter. 
“We are aware of the situation and will let the legal 
process work its way out,” Fink said. 
After the incident, Blackshear posted the following 
message on his Instagram account (gwopo_7): “Still 
carolina bound and ya allll still mad, hate on me when 
im on YOUR tv real soon. #BMG GOD BLESS.” 
South Carolina makes agreement with i1 
Biometrics
I1 Biometrics, a sports wearable technology company 
headquartered in Kirkland, Washington, announced on 
Wednesday that the company had signed an agreement 
with South Carolina.
As a result of the deal, Gamecock football players 
will wear i1 Biometric’s Vector MouthGuard during 
spring practice as a way to see how the brain reacts to 
hard hits in both games and practices. 
The technology associated with the Vector 
MouthGuard can “measure, translate, and transfer data 
to a handheld, mobile device used by trainers on the 
sidelines,” according to a press release by the company. 
“Concussion management is an area football and 
other sports programs at all levels are trying to improve 
in an effort to elevate player safety,” i1 Biometrics CEO 
Jesse Harper said. “The Vector MouthGuard with 
ESP Chip Technology leverages a highly sensitive 
and accurate micro electronic technology to relay 
critical head impact information back to the sideline 
in real-time, reducing some of the guesswork for 
trainers and coaches. It is our hope that this is seen as 
a very positive move in the right direction for all who 
participate, coach or care for athletes in contact sports 
and we appreciate industry leaders like the University 
of South Carolina adopting our technology as a way to 
help remove some of the guesswork involved in head 
impacts.”
South Carolina isn’t the only major NCAA program 
to strike a deal with i1 Biometrics. 
LSU wore the company’s technology in 2014 and 
Kansas has agreed to do the same beginning in the 
2015 season. 
“We have the talent and 
the ability, we have to 
go out with the belief we 
can accomplish our goals 
and beat them.”
Photo courtesy of Scott Schroeder/Bluff ton Today
South Carolina signee Shameik Blackshear was 
charged with petit larceny and arrested on Feb. 13. 
Blackshear’s future in question
David Roberts and Brennan Doherty
@TDG_SPORTS
